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a certain number of Tibetans- The present incumbent
has a steward and a cook, both of them Tibetans, who
act also as his ministers and. counselors. His minister
for foreign affairs is an old Mongol who lived for some
years at Lh'asa, and afterwards at Hsi-niug and Peking,
whose knowledge of Chinese and Tibetan qualifies him
for this exalted position. The Amban at Hsi-ning has no
authority over Shang, and, not being near the high road
to Tibet, its people usually escape having to supply
the ula.
I found here some five or six Chinese traders from Lasa,
near Tou-pa. They were in a state of great trepidation,
for they had heard that I was a Hsi-ning T'ung-shih, and
they were about to hide in the mountains until I had left.
Their trading passes had long since expired, and they
feared lest they should be obliged to pay a big squeeze
to have the irregularity condoned. The previous year
one of them had been caught, and had had to give the
T?ung-shih several horses and some twenty pieces of cloth
and cotton,1
As they found that I was not the personage whom
they dreaded, we became good friends, and several of them
were of great use to me during the remainder of my stay
in the Ts'aidam. They told me of the many tricks traders
had to practise in dealing with both the Mongols and the
Tibetans, using short weights, bad silver, lime in their
flour, low grades of goods, etc. The natives had, they
said, become so used to adulterated goods, of which larger
"3-The chief man in this trading    each eamel carried sixteen yak hides,
party, in which some eight or ten    worth Tls. 0,7.0 each at Tankar. He
men were employed, told ma that if    .bought skins of the wild yak and wild
he cleared fifty strings of cash (Tls.     ass, sheep, goat, and lamb, and a few
35) a year, he was doing yery well,     furs, mostly lynx, for which he gave
He hired camels to Tankar for seven    boots, vermicelli, wheat flour, shirt-
pairs of boots a head (about Tls, 2);     ings, needles, thread, etc.